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	S. No.
	Information
	Details


	1. 
	Course Name
	Academic Debate

	2. 
	Course Code
	

	3. 
	Lecturer In-charge
	Shilan Abdulrahman Abdulkarim

	4. 
	College/Department
	Education and Languages/ English

	5. 
	Contact Information
	Shilanabdulkarim3@gmail.com

	6. 
	Time (in hours) per Week
	Three Hours

	7. 
	Office Hours
	Fourteen Hours

	8. 
	Teacher’s Academic Profile
	Mrs. Shilan Abdulrahman is working as an assistant Lecturer in the English Department, Lebanese French University, Erbil, Kurdistan region, Iraq. She has finished her Bachelor degree in Damascus University, she obtained her Master in Bharathiar University, India. She has a teaching and a research experience nearly 10 years. she published many articles in the international journals.

	9.  
	Academic Title
	Assistant Lecturer

	10. 
	Keywords
	· Argumentation, critical thinking, rebuttal, public speaking, logical fallacies, debate, formats, persuasive oral communication.

	11. 
	Course Overview:
     This course book introduces first-year students to the fundamentals of  academic debate as an oral skill. It covers debate formats (e.g., British Parliamentary, Karl Popper), constructing arguments, identifying logical fallacies, rebuttal strategies, and effective public speaking techniques. Students will engage in regular practice debates to build confidence, critical thinking, and oral fluency.









	      12.
	Aims & Objective: 

· Help students understand and apply basic debate formats.
· Develop skills in constructing logical arguments and counterarguments.
· Improve public speaking and oral presentation abilities. 
· Enhance critical thinking and listening skills in a competitive yet supportive environment.

	        13.
	Course Requirement:
Active participation in classroom debates, preparation of argument outlines, and a final team debate.

	14.
	Teaching and Learning Method:
Mock debates, group brainstorming, impromptu speech exercises, peer feedback sessions, video analysis of famous debates, and oral quizzes.

	15.
	Assessment Scheme:
· 25 % Mid-term Examination (theory of debate).
· 35 % Assignments and Quizzes (including in-class debates).
· 40 % Final Examination (team debate + written reflection).

	16.
	Students' Learning Outcome:
At the end of this course, the student will be able to:
1. Identify and apply major debate formats.
2. Construct well-reasoned arguments and rebuttals orally.
3.  Recognize and avoid common logical fallacies.
4. Debate respectfully and persuasively on academic topics.

	17.
	Course Reading List and References
"The Debater's Guide" by Jon M. Ericson.
"Thank You for Arguing" by Jay Heinrichs.
Selected online debate videos (e.g., Oxford Union.

	18.
	Course Content
This course covers the theory and practice of academic debate. Students will learn how to build arguments, respond to opponents, structure speeches, and use persuasive language. Weekly topics move from basic concepts to full in-class debates.




Course Content

	S. No.
	Lecture Week
	No. of Hours
	Topics

	1.
	Week 1
	3
	- What is Academic Debate? 
- Importance of debate for critical thinking.


	2.
	Week 2
	3
	· - Basic debate terminology (motion, proposition, opposition, floor, etc.)
·  Roles of speakers


	3.
	Week 3
	3
	·  Public speaking for debates: Voice, tone, body language, eye contact.
· Preparing a debate case (team collaboration)

	4.
	Week 4
	3
	· Is reading books better than watching movies?
· Should fast food be banned in canteens?




	5.
	Week 5
	3
	-Should exams be replaced by projects?
-Social Media Does More Harm Than Good to Young People


	6.
	Week 6
	3
	· University Education Should Be Free for All Students.
· Artificial Intelligence Will Replace More Jobs Than It Creates.

	7.
	Week 7
	3
	· School Uniforms Should Be Mandatory in All Schools.
· The Death Penalty Should Be Abolished Worldwide

	8.
	Week 8
	3
	· Homework Should Be Banned in Primary and Secondary Education.
· Plastic Bags and Single-Use Plastics Should Be Completely Banned.

	9.
	Week 9
	3
	-   Animals Should Not Be Used for Scientific or  
Commercial Testing.
                 -Voting Should Be Mandatory for All Citizens Over 18

	10.
	Week 10
	3
	· College Students Should Be Required to Take a Public Speaking Course.
· Parents Should Be Legally Responsible for Their Children's Online Activities.

	11.
	Week 11
	3
	·  Celebrities and Influencers Are Bad Role Models for Young People.
· Online Learning Is Less Effective Than Traditional Classroom Learning.


	12.
	Week 12
	3
	
· Competitive Sports Should Be Removed from School Curriculums.
· Fast Food Advertising Should Be Banned During Children's Television Hours.

	13.
	Week 13
	3
	· Final debate preparation (group work.


	14.
	Week 14
	3
	· Final Team Debates.

	15.
	Week 15
	Final Examination



	        19.
	Examinations: 
     40marks
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